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CMs of Sikkim and Manipur vow to

improve trad

IT News
Imphal, Dec 9:

Chief Minister of Sikkim,
PS Tamang, and Manipur’s
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
today vow to improve trade
ties between the two states
here in Imphal.

“Both the chief ministers
discussed measures to im-
prove trade ties between
Manipur and Sikkim”, a source
from the Manipur Chief
Minister’s office said.

The chief ministers of
Manipur and Sikkim also
vowed to make “Northeast
the growth engine of the na-
tion”.

“As Northeast Indian
states get closer with en-
hanced connectivity, we will
continue to work together to
fulfil Hon’ble PM Shri
Narendra Modi Ji’s vision of
making Northeast the growth
engine of the Nation,”

e

Manipur CM Biren Singh said
after meeting his Sikkim coun-
terpart PS Tamang.

Sikkim chief minister PS
Tamang arrived at Imphal in

e ties be
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Manipur on Friday.

The Sikkim chief minister
will attend the Shandmashik
Vishwa Shanti Mahayagya at
Santolabari in Manipur.

tween the two states
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Tamang is accompanied
by Sikkim minister Bedu Singh
Panth, Darjeeling MP Raju
Bista and SD Dhakal, secre-
tary to CM.

1000 Bru militants to surrender arms in

Agency
Hailakandi, Dec9:

Around 1000 Bru mili-
tants will surrender arms and
return to the mainstream at
a formal ceremony in
Assam’s Hailakandi district
on December 12, police said
on Thursday.

Members of the United
Democratic Liberation Front
of Barak Valley (UDLFBV)
and Bru Revolutionary
Army of Union (BRAU), who
are currently on a ceasefire,
will formally lay down their
arms at Katlicherra, 28 km
from here along the state
border with Mizoram,
Hailakandi Superintendent
of Police Nabaneet Mahanta
said.

Assam
Speaker Biswajit Daimary
and Water Resources and
Parliamentary Affairs minis-
ter Pijush Hazarika will at-
tend the programme.

Assembly

The Superintendents of
Police of Hailakandi, Cachar
and Karimganj districts
have been asked to display
the arms during the formal
ceremony.

The Centre, the state
governments of Mizoram and
Tripura and the Mizoram Bru
Displaced People’s Forum
(MBDPF) had signed an
agreement in 2018 for the re-
patriation of Bru families and
had initiated negotiations
with the outfits to return to
the mainstream.

Both the militant outfits
were active in the 90s along
the Assam-Mizoram border
areas, particularly in
Hailakandi district, and were
alleged to be involved in the
killing of BJP leader Pratul
Deb, who had returned to In-
dia from London after retire-
ment, along with cases of
extortion, kidnappings and
other unlawful activities, the
police said.

MP Sanajaoba raises issues of Indo-
Myanmar border at Parliament

IT News
Imphal, Dec 9:

The lone Rajya Sabha
MP from Manipur, Maha-
rajah Sanajao Leishemba
had raised the issue of the
Indo-Myanmar Border
dispute on the 2nd day of
the ongoing parliament
session yesterday.

“Yesterday I raised a
very important matter in
Parliament demanding to
resolve Indo-Myanmar
Border Issue & complete
the fencing between
Manipur - Myanmar
Border to stop illegal
drugs smuggling &
infiltrations of illegal
immigrants in Manipur
due to porous border”,
tweeted Maharajah
Leshemba by tagging the
Chief Minister of Manipur
N. Biren Singh.

It may be mentioned
that various civil society
organizations of the state
has been demanding to
settle the border dispute
between Myanmar and
India at Manipur side.
Several representatives of

the CSOs including MLAs
and Ministers had visited
the alleged disputed site
and even claimed that some

of the border pillars had
been misplaced inside the
Indian Territory. There
were evidences of Indian
villagers along the border
alleging intrusion by
Myanmar authority inside
Indian territories.
Central team along

with representatives of the
Survey of India had also
visited some years back to
take stocked of the
situation at Indo Myanmar
border. But till today no
solution has been made.

Because of the alleged
dispute along the border
fencing work has been put
on hold on the request of
the government of
Manipur.

Rajya Sabha passes Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Bill, 2022

Agency
New Delhi, Dec 9:

The Rajya Sabha on
Thursday passed the Wild
Life (Protection) Amendment
Bill, 2022 which is intended
to amend the Wild Life (Pro-
tection) Act, 1972 to incor-
porate more species pro-
tected under the law.

The Lok Sabha passed
the Bill during the Monsoon
session earlier this year.

The Bill seeks to imple-
ment India’s obligations un-

der the Convention on In-
ternational Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES),
which requires countries to
regulate the trade of all
listed specimens through
permits.

Replying to the discus-
sion on the Bill, Union En-
vironment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said that
the Bill was brought be-
cause CITES requires an in-
dependent framework for
protection of wildlife.

After being passed, the
Bill will allow the transfer or
transport of a captive el-
ephant for religious and
other purposes by a person
with a valid ownership cer-
tificate.

The winter session of the
Parliament began on
Wednesday. The session
will have a total of 17 work-
ing days.

The BJP-led Central
government’s agenda for
the winter session of Parlia-
ment includes 16 new bills.

Shattering of Kangleipak’s Independence is an open violation of Article 1
of UDHR — CORCOM

IT News
Imphal, Dec 9:

Ahead of the 75th anniver-
sary of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights (UDHR)
which is celebrating across the
Globe under the theme — ‘Dig-
nity, Freedom, and Justice for
All’ on December 10, the con-
glomerate of armed rebel
groups of the region,
CORCOM in its message to
the people of the region said
that the shattering of
Manipur’s (Kangleipak) Inde-
pendence by India is an open
violation of the Article 1 of the
UDHR.

A statement issued by the
media coordinator of
CORCOM said that as per the
Article 1 of the UDHR - all
human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and
rights. However, the present
situation being faced by the
people of this region shows
that this declaration has been

suppressed and sideline by
India. It said that the erstwhile
sovereign nation in WESEA,
that restored its independence
in 1947 was forcibly annexed
by India in 1949, violating all
sorts of International laws.
“The ‘once upon a time’
peaceful nation which has
been coexisting by many com-
munities has been shattered
by spewing venoms among
various communities of the
region after it was forcibly an-
nexed. However, the internal
bondage between each com-
munities of the region, that
has been coexisting have been
resisting all form of venoms
that spewed on them”, the
CORCOM statement said.
The statement further said
that the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) mention to protect
the right of the indigenous
people of the region. It alleged
India for mischievously de-
claring all people of India as

indigenous people and sent
them to the WESEA region to
eradicate the indigenous
people of the region. On the
other hand, India which is a
signatory to the UNDRIP has
not defined who are indig-
enous people in its own con-
stitution.

In connection with the
armed rebel movement in the
region, the CORCOM said
that India is trying to mislead
the armed movement by try-
ing to portray the rebel move-
ment as an act of terrorism.

“Itis clearly mentioned in
both the UN Charter and In-
ternational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR),
1966 that ‘Right to Self Deter-
mination’ is the inherent rights
of all people of the world. As
per the Article 1 of the ICCPR
it is stated that all peoples
have the Right of Self Deter-
mination. By virtue of that
right they freely determine
their political status and freely

pursue their economic, social
and cultural development”,
the CORCOM’s statement
said.

It added that the Right to
Self determination was sup-
ported by India and rectify on
April 10, 1979. Countries
around the world which have
restored its independence af-
ter the World War 2 were based
on the provisions of the Right
to Self Determination.

The CORCOM alleged that
India is segregating the RSD
as external and Internal self
determination and has been
showing the world that the
movement in Manipur is an
internal issue which is related
with the law and order prob-
lems.

The CORCOM also elabo-
rated on the dirty politics of
India to mislead the world in
connection with the armed
movement in the region. It
even said that India, beside
being signatory to the ICCPR

and ICESCR has been putting
some reservation in the recti-
fication of the treaty.

The statement also high-
lighted on how the people of
the region have been strug-
gling for their inherent rights.
It mentioned about the 1528
civilians that have been killed
in alleged fake encounter. The
said that in the Universal Pe-
riodic Review of the United
Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil of 2017, its has been stated
that the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act has been im-
posed in only some part of
India including Manipur.
AFSPA 1958 , as understood
is a martial law and by impos-
ing such act, the fundamen-
tal rights enshrined in their
constitution has not been
guaranteed to the people of
the region.

The CORCOM said intel-
lectuals, writers, journalists
and even common people
who stand for Kangleipal

were often suppressed by
detaining them under NSA
and UAPA, 1964 without
following the due process of
laws. On November 10 this
year, during the Universal Pe-
riodic Review of the UNHCR
held at Geneva five countries
— Germany, United States,
Norway, Belgium and Pakistan
have criticized India for impos-
ing AFSPA. Those countries
also put up matters about the
inconveniences faced by the
people of the region in con-
nection with their human
rights, gender based violence
freedom of speech and expres-
sion and the freedom of the
civil society organization and
also about the harassment
meted by the Human Rights
defenders of the region.

The CORCOM further
said that even the Supreme
Court of India has stated the
AFSPA is a direct violation of
the Article 13 of the Indian
Constitution. It added that in

this region the directives of
the Supreme Court to in-
stalled CCTV in all interroga-
tion cell of police station have
not been followed so that
they can commit third degree
tortured to many people in
custody. Journalists were of-
ten harassed by summoning
them time and again by cer-
tain agencies like the NIA,
CBI or the ED.

The CORCOM further ridi-
culed the report published on
newspapers at which the
Ministry of Home Affairs had
stated that 80% of the rebel
related cases has been re-
duced during 2014 to 2022 in
WESEA region stating that
even after the report the gov-
ernment of India keep send-
ing more and more army into
the region.

“If the rebel related cases
has been reduced what is the
rationale behind sending more
and more army in the state”,
the CORCOM questioned.
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BJP increase its vote
share in Gujarat —
Creates Record

In Gujarat, BJP creates a history
by getting 156 seats out of 182 (ma-
jority mark being 92). The saffron bri-
gade smashed its own record of the
highest 127 seats in 2002 under
Narendra Modi as the CM. This has
created a record in seventh con-
secutive term for the BJP, which has
been ruling the state for 27 years
since 1995. Gujarat had three chief
ministers including the incumbent
Bhupendra Patel since 2014 after
Modi became prime minister. Modi
was chief minister for 13 years. The massive verdict reflects people’s trust
in Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the BJP.

This time BJP was not fighting the Gujarat state election to avert defeat
but to increase its victory margins and win a greater number of seats in the
182-member assembly. BJP was eyeing a seventh straight win in Gujarat by
banking on Hindutva tones and heavy dose of developmental projects,
and even after denying tickets to 38 MLAs to beat anti-incumbency. The
electoral battle in Gujarat is also crucial for the BJP because it is the home
state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi who has been at the helm of leader-
ship in the state for the past 21 years, and the people of the state have
expressed their unflinching support for him for over two decades. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership in the last two decades, he has al-
ways put forward an idea that is for the benefit of people in Gujarat and also
nationally.

PM Modi had during his intensive Gujarat campaign urged people to
help sitting CM Bhupendra Patel surpass the 2002 record. When the BJP
came to power in the state in 1995, it won 121 seats; that peaked at 127 in the
first election with Narendra Modi as chief minister in 2002, after the vicious
riots earlier that year. In the second Modi-led election in 2007, the BJP got
117 seats; in 2012, it bagged 115 seats. The ruling party always counts on
the plank of Hindutva, development and “double engine” growth.

The BIP,
which had won
115 seats in
2012, had come
down to 99 in
2017 primarily
because of a spir-
ited campaign
waged by the
Congress. The
development
model in Gujarat
has been time
and again cited
by the BJP dur-
ing the poll sea-
sons over the
years ever since
the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls were
held. The grand
old party’s cam-
paign in the state
was largely muted with the Bharat Jodo Yatra being held in other parts of
the country. PM Modi held more than 30 rallies in the home state. Among
other top BJP leaders that campaigned were UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Union Minister Smriti Irani. The two Gujaratis — Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah — are currently the top two leaders of India also had a
wide appeal among the state’s voters. Further, electing the BJP is also a
prestige issue for a substantial section of Gujaratis. BJP never take the
elections lightly. It understands people’s exhaustion with the saffron party
at the state level and has been making amends from time to time. In the
last state election of 2017, when the BJP’s performance dipped, it was
largely due to the Patidar agitation then led by Hardik Patel, that fore
grounded issues of rural distress and lack of growth.

Hardik Patel has now joined the BJP, more than 15 Congress MLAs
joined the BJP, and Alpesh Thakur, the leader of the Thakur community
movement, joined the BJP, thus the BJP got benefit.. BJP’s decision to
make Bhupendra Patel chief minister last year and bring the quota stir
spearhead Hardik Patel into its fold has also worked in the party’s favour.
PM also inaugurated two key national events including the National
Games and the Defence Expo 2022, both held in Gujarat. The party denied
tickets to senior leaders such as former chief minister Vijay Rupani and
former deputy chief minister Nitin Patel and opted for new faces such as
former Patidar quota leader Hardik Patel, cricketer Ravindra Jadeja’s wife
Rivaba Jadeja and OBC leader Alpesh Thakor, among others.

In 2022 Gujarat, there are new props, such as the world’s largest sta-
dium in Ahmedabad, named after Narendra Modi, in which Modi gave a
knockout performance at the inauguration of the National Games.

BJP knows how to shield election outcomes from ground realities
such as people’s hardships, leaderless govt and corrupt bureaucracy.
The BJP is of the opinion that young talent should be given a chance.
The BJP is on a very strong wicket. Modi had worked to change that as
he packaged himself as the friend of industrialists, a supporter of the free
market and a protector of Gujarat. He has organised summits named Vi-
brant Gujarat etc.

Remember that Gujaratis are walking with confidence in the world today
only because of Modi. One thing is clear that the BJP’s leader, Narendra
Modi, cast himself as the right man in the right place at the right time. The
BJP’s electoral success in Gujarat is largely attributed to Modi’s and Amit
Shah’s charisma and the politics of religious polarisation and strident na-
tionalism.

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com.
For advertisement kindy contact: - 0385-3590330 (0). For time being
readers can reach the office at Cell Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.
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FIFA World Cup 2022 and Environmental impacts

By:N. Munal Meltel ‘

The 2022 FIFA World Cup in
Qatar from November 20 has drawn
some attention from the environmen-
tal groups. It’s claimed to be the first-
ever carbon-neutral World Cup
hosted by a country. Qatar a country
of 11,571 km? with population 0f29.3
lakhs (2021) is much smaller than
Manipur in terms of area and popula-
tion.

Seven out of the eight venues are
new stadiums costing $6.5 billion
claimed to build according to ambi-
tious eco-construction and eco-op-
erating standards. The Supreme Or-
ganizing Committee claims that 79%
of solid waste from stadium construc-
tion sites was either recycled or re-
used and the stadiums are all energy-
efficient.

Almost for amonth, 32 teams will
represent, arguably the ‘holy grail” of

footballing tournaments. In its 92-
year history, every events were win
pales in environmental costs. The
2016 Olympics in Rio emitting 4.5 mil-
lion tons and the 2018 World Cup in
Russia releasing more than 2 million
tons of CO, . Qatar will emit some 3.6
million tons of CO, that’s roughly

equal to the Democratic Republic of

the Congo’s annual emissions.
Most of those greenhouse gases
will come from flights, floodlight and
accommodation for more than 2.45
million visitors, as well as on con-
struction of new stadiums among
other infrastructures. 1300 flights will
take off during the FIFA Cup daily.
Some 51% of emissions will come
from transport including the shuttle
flights set to ferry spectators into the
desert city each day because of a
shortage ofaccommodation in Qatar,
from neighboring countries, includ-
ing Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates.
Onlyabout 200,000 of the planned
1.8 million tons of credits have been
issued. Theyall come from renewable
energy projects in Serbia, Turkey and
India that are actually are excluded
from the global carbon market.
Water use is another problem
which Qatar expected to increase
80% during this Cup amidst country’s
already water scarce situations. The

tournament’s pristine pitches from
North America and the 136 practice
fields reportedly requires around
10,000 liters of water in winter and
50,000 liters in summer daily. Most of
Qatar’s fresh water comes from de-
salination plants using the fossil fu-
els. The plants also release salty, hot
brine that is toxic to marine life when
back into the sea.

Waste is also another problem.
About 60% of the waste generated
during the event will be recycled,
while 40% will be turned into energy.
But burning waste for energy is worst
for environment. While the carbon
footprint of 64 soccer matches played
over a single month’s time might ap-
pear trifling, to hoodwink people while
instead doing little.

Annual carbon footprint of En-
glish Premier League players, esti-
mated at 29 tonnes of CO, which is
nearly three times the annual carbon
footprint of UK citizens and far ex-
ceeds the global target of two tonnes
per person, set to meet the commit-
ments of COP21- Paris Agreement.

FIFA was one of the first interna-
tional sports federations to commit
to the United Nations for a Climate
Action Framework by developing its
own climate strategy. FIFA has es-
tablished several initiatives with
three main objectives: 1) making soc-

cer rcady for climate action, 2) pro-
tecting iconic tournaments from the
negative impacts of climate change
and 3) ensuring the development of
resilient soccer.

World Cup is the world’s most
popular sporting event which has
the highest emissions. Apart from
the environmental impact, FIFA
World Cup and ecology is not al-
ways obvious. Like any human ac-
tivity, sport takes place in a physi-
cal environment. Thus, World Cup
can contribute a lot to protect the
environment.

To this end, the FIFA World
Cup’s ‘Green Goal’ need to have
more meaningful action for a green
environment. FIFA countries should
make maximum investments to im-
prove environmental quality. Foot-
ball players and Athletes are the most
influential people on the planet who
can act as a ambassadors on the
myriad of social causes including the
environment.

It is important to note that all as-
pects of sport should link with the
natural environment. Therefore, with
development of sports and football,
we should improve and safeguard
our environment for a green and
beautiful planet.

(The authoris a Environmental-
ist, Email-nmunall@yahoo.in)

The system of education behind the curtain of beautiful lies

By : Nongpoknganba Soram

Ever wondered how effective the
education system of colleges will be
in our state? We are said that we
lived in a democratic nation. There-
fore, I would like to use the power of
expression to some extent to expose
the burial mistakes of the college
education that made us feel like it
can never be corrected.

The days during graduation is
one of the most important part in a
life of a person. However, in this
moment the system of education
conducting in various colleges ex-
isting in our state is being synony-
mous to mockery.

The Dhanamanjuri University is
considered to be one of the best
university in Manipur and rumored
for its strict conduct of examination.

However, even in this university
several issues still goes on like a
trend every year such as conduct-
ing examination without regular
classes, incompletion of syllabus,
shortage of teacher and so on. I hate
to say it but the truth has to be said
and the truth is currently, still exist
many other colleges in our state that
accepted the appearance of semes-
ter examination through various
means of cheating.

The major cause which leads to
popularity of cheating in our state
is because of the modern education
that evaluate the success of the stu-
dents in terms of grade rather than
the learning process itself.

The other undeniable cause is
the allowances of being cheated

freely in examination by certain col-
leges. Such colleges became the
center of attraction for those who
only wants to have the bachelor cer-
tificate without effort.

We came across the stories
about being acted proper conduct
of examinations in such colleges at
times when Student Union went for
inspection. Just like the saying there
is no smoke without fire, we came
through the above stories as it hap-
pened for real. In such colleges
cheating had been existed
deeprootedly as like a tradition, it
may be due to the reason of'its long
existence that many ignored cheat-
ing as something that can be fixed
which paved the way to the percep-
tion of cheating as acceptable in our

society.

There is a saying that to destroy
anation there is no need to drop the
bomb, just simply drop down the
education. So, what will be the fate
of our society if ignorance is the
permanent nature of the people?
Although there is in need of urgent
initiatives from the side of govern-
ment, the individuals should also be
matured and must engaged actively
in solving the mistakes for to ensure
the sustainable solutions.

Last but not least, Democracy is
one of the best form of people’s gov-
ernment however if people are not
well aware of what it is and does not
have the desire for correction of mis-
takes then it may turn to be the worst
form of government.

Winners,
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By:M.R.Lalu

Amid his celebrated Bharat Jodo
Yatra, Rahul Gandhi stayed away from
campaigning in Himachal Pradesh and
he ensured his presence be minimal in
Gujarat. As the results are out, the
emerging scene is interesting. The BJP,
as expected, has swept the home state
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This
time the party, under his leadership
made a humongous victory by break-
ingall its past records but the number
that the Congress party managed to
gain in its casket seems to be a shriek-
ing reality about its future prospects.
Another interesting aspect of the re-
sult is that Rahul Gandhi did not put
his legs in Himachal Pradesh but his
party won with a comfortable margin
and is all set to form the government.
The state has, as usual, changed its
mind by changing the government.
The BJP has to wait another five years
for its next turn. Though Rahul
Gandhi’s presence in the Modi turf was
minimal, his critics would go at him
hammer and tongs narrating his inef-
ficiency to translate the party machin-
ery into election victories. For
Himachal Pradesh, he would not be
eulogised for the victory but his de-
tractors would probably giggle it out

Losers and

by saying his absence could propel
the party’s triumph. To be precise, the
estrangement that the family high com-
mand would face in the party is cer-
tain.

Rahul’s absence from the election-
eering is narrated as a strategy that
the Congress thought to deliberately
come up with. Ifthat is to be believed,
it should be seen as an effort to con-
ceal its leader from the potential dam-
age that the party’s failures would
cause. Rahul Gandhi, capturing me-
dia headlines through his yatra, is
ought to gain a distinct reputation as
a catalyst who would surface as a con-
sensual candidate against Narendra
Modi in the battle 2024. The BIP’s vic-
tory in the state of Gujarat is unprec-
edented also its decrement defeat in
Himachal Pradesh. While the Modi
factor played a pivotal role in its
Gujarat victory, the entry of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) into the fray had
contributed to increase its tally. The
AAP dented the roots of the Con-
gress by splitting its vote share and
its false narratives seem to have
turned out to be a boon for the BJP.

The failure of Congress in the
state of Gujarat is not only the failure
of its defective electioneering but also
its failure in understanding Modi’s
persona in his home turf. Defamatory
vocabularies shot against him by the
Congress had always helped him
change the scenario. From the 99 seats
it won in 2017 the BJP’s gigantic leap
to 156 this time is an indication of the
indomitable power that Narendra
Modi would fight the national elec-
tions with. The party not only man-

the Mega Battle 2024

aged to increase its seats but there
has also been a 4 percent increase in
its vote share. Narendra Modi, with
his three enormous road shows and
30 campaign meetings shattered the
hopes of all his opponents. But the
factor that should worry both BJIP and
Congress is the inroads that the AAP
could make in Gujarat’s spectrum of
politics. Gujarat was a different space
for the AAP to replicate a
Punjab victory. The Congress on the
other hand had a huge fall from its 40
percent vote share 0f2017 to a trifling
27 percent this time.

The election results of Gujarat
have some surprising elements. The
state government was severely
criticised for the Morbi tragedy and
the results were expected to be reflec-
tive of the horror that the heartbreak-
ing incident brought to the state; es-
pecially an incident of such magnitude
occurred when the state was gearing
up for the assembly elections. Predic-
tions spoke of a probable backlash
exposing a deceptive Gujarat Model
of development. But the voters proved
such assumptions wrong. Though
totally vanquished in Gujarat, the Con-
gress victory in Himachal Pradesh
would give it a breath of hope.
Priyanka Gandhi, the party General
Secretary is sure to be lauded for its
victory. She led the party’s campaign
in the hill state and the victory, no
doubt, would be seen as an outcome
of her strategising the campaign. Be-
sides being a door to door campaigner,
she had been a crowd puller holding
the “Vijay Ashirwad Rallies” and many
other small rallies. Will this victory put

her in a better position in her party?
Himachal Pradesh is her first electoral
success and her defeat in Uttar
Pradesh heading the campaign charge
was her biggest nightmare. Totally
decimated from the Gujarat scenario,
the Congress should now focus on
the facts that it failed to take notice of
and try to mend the party’s dishev-
elled electoral reputation.

Gaining more confidence from the
Gujarat victory, Modi and his party
would prepare for the mega battle 2024.
The preparedness in the opposition
camp seems to be too delicate to
counter the dominance of Modi.
Rahul Gandhi’s fresh narratives and
his political manoeuvres were justi-
fied as an ideological barricading
against the BJP’s saffron agenda.
Identifying the RSS as his principal
enemy, he gestured his intentions
further. The bigger battle that he is
promulgating loudly against the RSS
is evidently highlighting his limited
scope and an act of political escap-
ism from the challenges that
Narendra Modi is placing in the
present context. With Himachal
Pradesh proving its trend of not re-
peating the same party, the Congress
high command should hugely be
thankful to the local leadership which
kept the pot boiling on the ground.
And the Priyanka factor being pro-
nounced as an ethical element play-
ing a significant role in the Congress
victory, the party cadres would have
their eyebrows twitched again in con-
tempt of Rahul Gandhi’s efficiency.

(The author is a Freelance Jour-
nalist / Author of the book)
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G20 presidency coming to India is no
small thing:

Agency
Nagpur, Dec 9:

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Thursday said
the presidency of G20 com-
ing to India is not an ordinary
thing, and the world “needs
India now.”

He was speaking at the
concluding function of the
‘Sangh Shiksha Varg’ or
third-year officers’ training
camp at the RSS headquarters
here.

“The world needs India
now....India figures in global
discussion and Indians have
also become confident that
they can lead the world,”
Bhagwat said.

“The chairmanship of G20
coming to India is not an or-
dinary thing. But it is just a
beginning and we have a
long way to go and the entire
society has to work towards
making India ‘Vishva Guru
(world’s guide),” he added.

There were many efforts
to seek happiness for human-
ity in the last 2,000 years but

none of them succeeded, and
now the world will have to
turn to India, the RSS chief
added.

Only India can show the
way to universal happiness
as we have always believed
in the principle that the whole
world is one family, Bhagwat
said.

Hinduism does not de-
note a single way of worship,
he said.

A Hindu is every person
who is traditionally a resi-

RSS chie

dent of India and is account-

able (‘uttardayi’) for it, he
said.

“We can live with diver-

sity, all diversities can walk
(live) together, because di-
versities are the multiple ex-
pressions of the same unity.
The one who understands
this, is Hindu,” he said.

Bhagwat also cautioned

that even today there are
“cruel forces and their
agents” who are working to
ensure that India breaks up

f

and does not progress.

A country does not pros-
per and progress only be-
cause of talent and technol-
ogy, he said.

The most important thing
needed for a country’s
progress is that the society
should want the country to
become great, Bhagwat said.

Talking about the RSS’s
beginnings, he said the
Sangh’s founder K B
Hedgewar was involved in
the freedom struggle since
his childhood, but later he
realised that the struggle for
freedom can be waged in
many ways.

He thought that the soci-
ety must be improved and
brought together if India is
to remain free forever,
Bhagwat added.

“For eight-ten years, he
experimented....on what ba-
sis society can come to-
gether. What is the formula
for bringing society together
it is our culture, our devotion
to our motherland, our tradi-
tions. This is Hindutva,”
Bhagwat said.

2019 Tarn Taran Bomb Blast Accused
Arrested in Delhi after extradited from Vienna

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 9:

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) arrested
Bikramjit Singh, the master-
mind behind the 2019 Tarn
Taran (Amritsar, Punjab)
bomb blast on Thursday in
Delhi after he was extradited
from Vienna, Austria.

Bikramjit Singh was ab-
sconding in NIA case No RC-
20/2019/NIA/DLI. The NIA
had sent a team to Austria to
bring accused Bikramjit Singh
alias Bikkar Panjwar alias
Bikkar Baba back to India, an
NIA statement read.

The extradition was facili-
tated by the competent au-
thority of Linz (Austria) in co-

ordination with Interpol au-
thorities. According to the
NIA, Bikramajit had formed a
gang to carry out terror attacks
in Punjab. He had been ab-
sconding in a case related to
a bomb blast in a vacant plot
in Tarn Taran district.

On September 4, 2019, a
powerful explosion took place
at a vacant plot on the out-
skirts of Pandori Gola village
in Tarn Taran in which two
people were killed and an-
other was grievously injured.
They were digging a pit to re-
trieve concealed explosives

The NIA said that
Bikramjit Singh was the key
conspirator in the conspiracy
to target Dera Muradpura In
Taran Taran. Bikramjit Singh

and co-conspirators held a
series of secret meetings be-
fore choosing the date of the
attack. The explosion took
place when the co-conspira-
tors were retrieving the bur-
ied explosives.

On the strength of non-

bailable warrants issued by
the NIA special court, Mohali,
and subsequent Red Corner
Notice against him, Bikramjit
Singh was detained in Linz on
March 22,2021. After comple-
tion oflegal proceedings, Linz
Regional Court extradited him.

The NIA probe had re-

vealed that Bikramjit Singh
not only instigated the co-ac-
cused and others to commit
terrorist acts, but also con-
ducted training for fabricating

improvised explosive devices
and using them. During vari-
ous processions/agitations,
he carried bombs and insti-
gated other participants to
attack government agencies
to strike terror in the popula-
tion at large.

The accused were
“radicalised pro-Khalistan”
youngsters who had formed
a terrorist gang under the
leadership of Bikramyjit Singh.

The members of the terror-
ist gang carried out seces-
sionist activities on the
ground as well as on social
media to instigate members of
the Sikh community to agitate
for the secession of Punjab
from India. Further investiga-
tion is on.

By: Vijay GarG

The trend of accelerated
digitisation today has taken
over every sector of the
economy. Although it has
proved beneficial in most
cases, its effects have be-
come a topic of debate in
some sectors. One such sec-
tor is the publishing indus-
try. While e-books have been
lauded for their various ad-
vantages, like the ease of
carrying them, lower costs,
and greater accessibility, ex-
perts are not so sure about
their impact on children.

Many studies have con-
tended with the proposition
that e-books are better than
physical books. For example,
a recent survey indicated
69% of children prefer read-
ing physical books as op-

\posed to electronic versions.

In addition, some experts have
even suggested that e-books
may have detrimental effects
on imagination and the parent-
child bond. This article dis-
cusses some advantages of
reading physical books in-
stead of e-books for children.

Increasing The Quality Of
Caregiver-child Interaction

Reading to children has
been recognised as an activ-
ity that increases parental
bonds by facilitating commu-
nication between caregivers
and their children. According
to a study that provided an
analysis of the patterns of in-
teraction of parents with their
toddlers, parents engaged
more with their children while
reading print versions as op-
posed to e-versions of books.
Another study postulated that
children prone to emotional
outbursts responded better to
physical books than e-books.
Such interactions are vital in
promoting language develop-
ment and facilitating social
bonds, especially in schools.
These parameters can signifi-
cantly impact the overall
growth and development of
the child and the quality of
their relationships in later life.

Physical Books Aid Reten-
tion Of Material

 The Benefits of Reading a Book over an e-book |

Cognitive psychologists

across the world are of the
view that reading from physi-
cal books can promote better
retention of the material. This
claim has been authenticated
by several studies showing
that people reading from physi-
cal books remember the
story’s plot points better.
There are multiple reasons for
this, including the shift of the
weight of the book from right
to left. This shift provides tac-
tile and visual cues that help
visualise plot points and the
story’s details.

Several studies illustrate

the adverse impact of screen
luminance on the eyes of the
user. Long-term exposure to
screens, even low light-emit-
ting screens, can strain your
toddler’s eyes and may incur
long-term damage. This is not
the case with physical books,
read in good lighting condi-
tions.

In addition to this, expo-

sure to screen light, especially
before sleeping, can hamper
melatonin production in the
body and consequently inter-
fere with circadian rhythms.
This is also suggested by a
study published in 2014. This
study illustrated that reading
e-books before sleeping has a

detrimental effect on the
quality of sleep and may re-
sult in crankiness or dimin-
ished alertness in the indi-
vidual. In the case of young
readers, these harmful ef-
fects are further exacerbated.

Bottom Line

Reading and storytelling
have several advantages for
children, including facilitat-
ing imaginative thinking and
problem-solving abilities,
lowering stress, and aug-
menting language skills.
However, the format of the
books and the kind of sto-
ries read play a moderating
role in this. Although popu-
lar with adults, E-books may
be less advantageous for
young readers. In addition to
the mentioned benefits of
physical books, a drawback
of e-books is that it increases
the time the child spends
online or with a digital de-
vice. Excessive impressive-
ness in these devices may
limit opportunities for social
contact and exploration. In
addition, it may be challeng-
ing to supervise the child
when s/he is constantly
online. Therefore, one needs
to weigh the advantages and
disadvantages of each for-
mat before making a choice. )
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Active Covid cases in India
decline to 4,228; recovery
rate at 98.80%

Agency
New Delhi, Dec 9:

India has logged 249 fresh
coronavirus infections on Fri-
day, according to Union health
ministry data. This slight rise
comes a day after the country
reported 241 cases.

The active cases in the
country has further declined to
4,228 from 4244.

With this, the total number
of COVID-19 cases in the coun-
try now stands at 4,46,74,439.
The death toll has climbed to
5,30,653 with six fatalities rec-
onciled by Kerala, the data
updated at 8 am stated.

No deaths were reported in
the last 24 hours.

The active cases comprise
0.01 per cent of the total infec-
tions. The national COVID-19
recovery rate has increased to
98.80 per cent, according to the
ministry website.

A decrease of 16 cases has
been recorded in the active
COVID-19 caseload in a span
of 24 hours.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease surged to 4,41,39,558,
while the case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.19 per cent.

Under the nationwide
vaccination drive, 219.96

crore doses of COVID-19
vaccines have been adminis-
tered so far.

India’s COVID-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23,40 lakh on Septem-
ber 5 and 50 lakh on Septem-
ber 16. It went past 60 lakh on
September 28, 70 lakh on Oc-
tober 11, crossed 80 lakh on
October 29, 90 lakh on Novem-
ber 20 and surpassed the one-
crore mark on December 19.

India crossed the grim mile-
stone of two crore on May 4
last year, three crore on June
23 and four crore on January
25 this year.

Cyclone Mandous likely to
intensify over next 4 hours;
Schools in Puducherry, TN to
remain closed

Agency
Chennai, Dec 9:

Cyclone Mandous is likely
to intensify into a more severe
cyclonic storm over the next 4
hours, the India Meterological
Department (IMD) said on
Thursday. It will make landfall
between Puducherry and
Sriharikota in light of which,
schools and colleges in
Puducherry and Karaikal will
remain closed on Friday.

Schools in several districts
of Tamil Nadu including
Chennai, Tiruvallur,
Kancheepuram, Chengalpet,
Vellore, Cuddalore, Villupuram,
Ranipet, Perambalur,
Thanjavur, Pudukottai and
some others will remain closed

on Friday.

“The cyclone moved
nearly west-northwestwards
with a speed of 12 kmph dur-
ing past 6 hours and lay
centred over Southwest Bay of
Bengal as of Thursday,” IMD
said. The cyclone storm is 390
km east-southeast of Karaikal
and about 480 km southeast of
Chennai.

Earlier on Thursday, IMD
said heavy rainfall is predicted
over several parts of the state
as cyclone ‘Mandous’ over the
Bay of Bengal is expected to
cross the coast between
Puducherry and Sriharikota in
AP on the midnight of Decem-
ber9.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan

Reddy has directed the Collec-
tors of various districts to be
vigilant in view of the cyclonic
storm in the Bay of Bengal. He
held a review meeting with the
officials concerned here over
the cyclone, an official release
said.

He said adequate precau-
tions should be taken by the
authorities reviewing the im-
pact of the storm from time to
time. The officials informed the
Chief Minister that rain is pre-
dicted in Nellore, Tirupati,
Chittoor and other districts.

Jagan asked the agriculture
department officials to create
awareness about the precau-
tionary measures to be taken
by the farmers and be helpful
to them.

High Court puts stay on Assam-
Meghalaya border agreement

Agency
Guwabhati, Dec 9:

The Meghalaya High
Court on Thursday put an in-
terim stay on an agreement
between the state and Assam
to resolve border disputes at
six of the 12 contentious loca-
tions. The stay order will stay
in effect till the next date of
hearing on February 23, the
court said.

On March 29, the chief
ministers of the two states had
signed an agreement to end
the disputes. Home Minister
Amit Shah had described the
development as historic.

The two states are em-
broiled in a border dispute
which started when Meghalaya
was carved out of Assam on
January 21, 1972, under the
Assam Reorganisation Act,
1971. Disputes arose at 12 loca-
tions after Meghalaya chal-
lenged the law.

Assam is the only state
with which Meghalaya shares
an internal border.

An area of 36.79 square
kilometres was disputed be-
tween the two states. Accord-
ing to the agreement signed on
March 29, Assam will control
18.51 square kilometres of the
land and Meghalaya 18.28
square kilometres.

After signing the agree-

ment, Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad Sangma had said
that both the states, along with
the Survey of India, will con-
duct a survey, after which de-
marcation would take place.
The Meghalaya High
Court stay order came on a
petition filed by four heads of
Syiemship and Sirdarship,
former independent native
states of the Khasi ethnic
groups that function under the
Khasi Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict Council, reported IANS.
The petitioners have ar-
gued that the memorandum of
understanding between the
Assam and Meghalaya gov-
ernments was signed without
consulting them. They claimed
that the MoU violated provi-
sions of the Sixth Schedule as
the Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council has been con-

ferred powers on subjects
such as land, water, soil, local
customs and culture.

The Sixth Schedule deals
with special provisions for ad-
ministration of tribal areas.

At the hearing on Thurs-
day, Advocate P Sharma, ap-
pearing for the petitioners, ar-
gued that ifthe demarcation is
done as per the agreement
signed in March, the plea to
stop the exercise would be-
come infructuous.

Advocate General A
Kumar, however, urged the
High Court not to pass any
interim order arguing that the
petitioners would not face any
“irreparable loss” if the agree-
ment is put into effect. The
High Court then directed the
Union government file an affi-
davit on the petition on the
next date of hearing.
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BJP’s big victory in Gujarat does not mean any sweep of Narendra
Modi in Lok Sabha Polls

By Nitya Chakraborty
New Delhi, Dec 9:

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has led the BJP to a mas-
sive victory in his home state
Gujaratin the latest assemblyelec-
tions. The Congress has faced
its worst disaster in the state of
Mahatma Gandhi in 2022 polls.
Certainly, there are reasons for
the BJP to rejoice but the way
the BIP leaders including the PM
as also the national media are
projecting the results as the end
of the Congress and possible
sweep ofthe BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, lacks basis.

In fact, the lessons from the
latest two assembly elections
and the MCD polls are that the
BIP, despite all the campaign by
its top leaders including the
Prime Minister and mobilisation
of massive resources, has lost in
Delhi at the hands of the AAP
and in Himachal by the Con-
gress. Gujarat was already with
the BJP and no Congress leader
thought that the Party would be
able to defeat BJP in Gujarat this
time. The Congress was in amess
in the state in terms of
organisation. There was little
central help and Rahul Gandhi
virtually skipped Gujarat cam-
paign excepting one day. Yes, the
big erosion of Congress votes in
the assembly elections is a cause
for worry for the Congress lead-
ership but Gujarat is a different
case, itcan notbe compared with
the other states of India except-
ing Uttar Pradesh which is also
witnessing the success of
Hindutva experiment.

That way, the Himachal re-
sults are far more significant. The
Congress has got back a hindi
speaking state. This was the first
victory of the Congress in the
last four years in the assembly
elections. The victory was
achieved despite massive propa-
ganda and central backing to the
BJP campaign by announcing a
number of mega projects before
the elections. It was really credit-
able for the Himachal Congress

leaders that they did withstand
the Modi juggernaut and extract
win. The central leaders except-
ing Priyanka Gandhi rarely took
part in the. campaign. This
Himachal win is a positive sign
for the Congress in its fight
against the BJP in the state as-
sembly elections in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh and take the battle
forward to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2024.

Now what is the signals
given by 2022’s last assembly
elections to the opposition par-
ties asalso to the BJP? There is a
positive development that both
Trinamool and AAP joined the
strategy meeting in Parliament
this week called by the Congress
leader MallikarjunKharge. For a
long time, these two parties were
avoiding meetings convened by
the Congress as the largest op-
position party. Now this joining
means that these two parties
have some rethinking that for
fighting the BJP and the Modi
Government at the national plane,
an understanding with the Con-
gress is necessary.

The mostimportant thing for
the opposition parties  follow-
ing the latest assembly poll
results is that there should not
be any third front, there will be
onlyone anti BJP front and that
will include Congress. But this
does not meanany electoral front.
The anti-BJP electoral front will
vary from state to state depend-
ing on the respective strength of
the anti-BJP parties and the
ground reality. The political real-
ity in the states is so varied that
any talk oftotal joint front of the
opposition against the BIP in
2024 polls, will only spoil the ef-
forts of minimum achievable
unity before or after the polls.

Rahul Gandhi is going ahead
with his BharatJodo Yatra which
has entered its fourth month.
Another nearly two months will
be taken by the Yatra which is
supposed to end in the first week
of February next year. Rahul s
looking at the Yatra as the part of

a long term ideolOgical battle
against the RSS without bother-
ing much about the electoral
gains in short term. The Gujarat
elections results have not dis-
turbed his understanding, he is
thinking of the long term impact
of Yatra when more and more non
politically attached people will
optfortheideals of Congress. If
thattakes place, that will be good
for the opposition as a whole as
still now, the Congress is the main
political party taking on the BJP
electorally in most number of
states.

The success of Bharat Jodo
Yatra should not lead the Con-
gress leaders to constantly talk
of projecting Rahul Gandhi as the
Prime Minister candidate in 2024
polls. The important point is that
there is no need for projecting
any opposition leader as the
Prime Minister candidate before
the polls and the common mini-
mum programme also can be
drawn up after the 2024 poll re-
sults are out. The issues con-
cerning PM candidate and CMP
will be relevant only if the oppo-
sition wins or there is a hung
Parliament. If the BJP and its al-
lies get majority again, all such
exercises before the polls, will be
ftile.

It is no coincidence that the
BIJP high command under Home
Minister Amit Shah discussed
the plan of action for 2024 Lok
Sabha polls on December 8 itself
after the declaration of the assem-
bly election result. They identi-
fied 144 seats for special focus
which theylostin 2019 elections.
They worked out the strategy on
how to retrieve many of these
losing seats. BJP is in a back foot
because it has lost most of its
powerful allies in the Hindi-
speaking states. Especially, the
loss of JD(U) and the SAD has
given a big jolt to the saffrons
electorally. BJP’s strategy is to
keep the losses from its existing
303 seats at minimum and make
up this loss from the gains from
last year’s losing seats. But this
BJP strategy can be ably chal-

lenged by the opposition parties
ifthey move with a flexible elec-
toral strategy from state to state
ensuring maximum mobilisation
ofanti-BJP votes in favour of the
strongest opposition candidates
in that state.

For opposition it will be wise
for it to ensure that the strongest
anti BJP opposition party in each
state, will be the decider of the
nature of alliance in that state to
take on the BJP. As ofnow, there
are no problems in Bihar and
Tamil Nadu. The opposition
fronts are model front taking
most of the anti-BJP parties. Such
fronts cannot be repeated in
other states. The Congress is the
major opposition party in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal and
Gujarat and it will have the main
responsibility to fight BJP in
these states. If the Congress
feels it necessaryto have alliance
with smaller anti-BJP parties, its
decision will be final.

In Karnataka, the Congress
is the major opposition party but
the JD(S) has good influence in
some districts. It will be in the
best interests of opposition unity
if the Congress and JD(S) work
together to take on BJP both in
state assembly polls in 2023 and
the Lok Sabha elections in 2024.
Similarly in Jharkhand and
Maharashtra, the Congress is an
active part of the alliances and
the party can fight BJP only
through these alliances.

In Assam also, the Congress
is the main opposition party and
it will be in the best interests of
the opposition if there is a total
alliance againstthe BJP compris-
ing Congress, Trinamool and the
otheranti BJP regional parties as
also the left. The defeat of the
BIP is possible if such compos-
ite combination emerges in
Assam.. For the opposition as a
whole, the losing of BJP in 2024
Lok Sabha polls is of crucial im-
portance since this defeat will
lead to the collapse of the BJP
control of other North Eastern
states.

In West Bengal and Kerala,
the political scenario is very clear.
In Bengal, Trinamool Congress
led by Mamata Banerjee is suffi-
ciently strong enough to take on
BJP onits own. There is no ques-
tion of anytotal anti-BJP alliance
in Bengal. That is not possible
and desirable also. In Kerala, the
Left Democratic Front will fight
the Congress led UDF and who-
ever wins, belongs to the anti-
BJP combination. However, there
are new elements in Punjab po-
litical situation with the massive
victory of the AAP in the last as-
sembly elections. So for the com-
ing Lok Sabha polls, AAP will be
contesting all the 13 seats on its
own and thatmight lead to some
Congress losses.

Presently TRS led by K
Chandrasekhar Rao is firmly with
the anti-BJP opposition. He is
even reconciled now to the idea
ofhaving the Congress as anally
in the anti-BJP opposition. But
in Telangana, TRS will fight the
Lok Sabha polls on its own
against both the BJP and the
Congress. Similarly in Andhra

Pradesh, YSRCP led by Jagan
Mohan Reddy will fight both the
Congress and the BJP. There is a
possibility of BIP aligning with
the TDP led by Chandrababu
Naidu in the Lok Sabha polls. In
Odisha, the BID led by Naveen
Patnaik will fight both the BJP
and the Congress in the polls to
maintain BJD’s regional domain.

In fact post 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, the developments might
have some similarities with the
post 1996 Lok Sabha poll sce-
nario. But there will be a crucial
difference. Before 1996 elec-
tions, the opposition parties
fought as being anti-BJP and
anti-Congress. The united front
government was formed by the
non-Congress parties keeping
the Congress outside as a sup-
porting party . In post 2024 Lok
Sabha situation, it is possible
that the Congress will be a very
important partofthe Government
of the opposition, if BJP is de-
feated.

For Congress to bid for Prime
Minister position of the opposi-
tion alliance, the decision will

depend on the number of seats it
gets as also its acceptability by
other parties of the opposition
Congress has to get minimum
100 to 120 seats in 2024 Lok
Sabha as against its 2019 tally
of 52. Apart, there is another cru-
cial factor, if there is a hung Lok
Sabha and the need for seeking
support of the fence sitters like
BJD and YSRCP becomes ur-
gent, then their choice of future
PM will also have a bearing on
the selection of final PM candi-
date. The non BJP political par-
ties may fight among themselves
in the states in assembly elec-
tions, as also in Parliamentary
elections, but in post 2024 elec-
tions, it has to be ensured that
common understanding is ar-
rived at about a non BJP gov-
ernment, in case the BJP loses.
The political path for the next
sixteen months before the Lok
Sabha elections will, have to be
travelled with strong common
sense and vision by the opposi-
tion parties, ifthey are really seri-
ous to unseat Narendra Modi as
PM, (IPA Service)

Nupllan observatlon athO_] ai

IT News,
Imphal, Dec9:

A 12-Member Team of
Poirei Leimarol Meira Paibee
Apunba Manipur,

AMAWOVA and AMUCO left
Imphal today for Hojai to take
part in the 83rd Observation
of Nupilan Ningsing
Thouram, organised jointly
by United Manipuri Associa-

tion Assam (UMAA),
Handloom Committee, Hojai
District and Manipuri Women
Association (Manipuri Nupi
Lup) at the premises of the
Manipuri Sahitya Parishad.

Sports

FIFA World Cup 2022 quarterfinals:

Argentina face unbeaten Netherlands, Brazﬂ take on Croatia

Quarter-finals

Croatia
Today
Brazil 8:30 pm
Netherlands T
omorrow
© Argentina 12:30 am
Agency
Doha, Dec 9:
The FIFA World Cup 2022

in Qatar has entered its busi-
ness end as the Round Of 16
matches produced a lot of
drama and the exit of former
‘World Champions.

Spain were knocked out by
an energetic and resolute
Morrocan side, who are con-
tinuing their fine run in the
competition. Portugal and Bra-
zil recorded big wins over Swit-
zerland and South Korea re-
spectively, while the Nether-
lands, France and England had
comfortable victories as well.

Argentina were made to
earn their win by Australia with
Lionel Messi once again steal-
ing the spotlight. Croatia de-
feated the giantkillers of the
tournament, Japan, in a memo-
rable penalty shootout where
Croatian goalkeeper Dominik

LivakoviA} was the true star.

Now the field is set for the
exciting quarterfinal stages
and the lineup for the matches
has to be one of the best in the
history of the World Cup. The
festivities of the final 8 round
of games will kickoff with
South America versus Europe
clashes on Friday.

The full schedule for 9th
December is as follows:

Brazil was just all class in
their Round Of 16 clash against
South Korea. The match was
effectively over in the first half
as the Selecao put four past
the Asian giants to put behind
the disappointment of the de-
feat to Cameroon in their final
group game.

The dance celebrations of
the players may have grabbed
all the headlines at the end of
the day in the Round of 16, but
it does look like Tite’s men have
switched gears for the busi-
ness end of the tournament.

Neymar’s return has also
been a timely boost for Brazil,
with the likes of Richarlison,
Vinicius Jr. and Casemiro also
being in top form.

They have another tough
test in front of them in the form
of Luka Modric and Croatia.
The 2018 World Cup runners-

Brazil captain
Thiago Silva

Croatia captain
Luka Modric

Argentma captain
Lionel Messi

Netherlands captain
Virgil van Dijk

up have been resilient
throughout the tournament
and will be up for a big fight
on Friday.

The second match of the
evening is one that would be
hard to predict as Lionel
Messi and Argentina go up
against the unbeaten Nether-
lands side, who have been
phenomenal throughout the
campaign.

Argentina once again
needed a bit of Messi magic
against Australia in the Round
Of 16 and their defence soaked
all the pressure thrown at them
by the Socceroos.

The Netherlands were
clinical in front of goal against
USA, although manager Louis
van Gaal wasn’t fully pleased
with the performance of his

team as he felt they lost a lot
of ball possession.

Keeping the ball in control
could prove to be one of the
decisive factors in this clash
as Messi looks to trump the
Dutch side and edge closer to
completing his World Cup
dream.

Seven-time Ballon d’Or
winner Lionel Messi is hoping
to finally end his wait for a
World Cup title with Argen-
tina, after losing the final to
Germany in extra time eight
years ago.

The Copa America holders
2o up against the Netherlands
in Friday’s second quarter-fi-
nal at Lusail Stadium, the
venue for the December 18 fi-
nal.

The two countries have

met five previous times at the
World Cup, including in the
1978 final, which Argentina
won 3-1 after extra time. Argen-
tina have never beaten the
Dutch in 90 minutes.

It is a repeat of their 2014
semi-final clash in Brazil, where
the South Americans won on
penalties following a 0-0 draw
after 120 minutes.

“In 2014 I was there and
things ended slightly differ-
ently (to how we wanted) but
I’d like to change that now,”
Dutch forward Memphis
Depay said at a pre-match
press conference.

After Argentina’s shock
loss to Saudi Arabia in their
first match, Messi has dazzled
in Qatar and the Dutch will
have to nullify his effect on the

game.

“We’re not going to reveal
our tactics to you (about stop-
ping Messi). It would be pretty
stupid to reveal your own tac-
tics,” coach Louis van Gaal
told reporters.

“Messi is the most danger-
ous creative player, he is able
to create a lot and to score
goals himself. But when they
lose the ball he doesn’t par-
ticipate much, this gives us
chances,” he said.

England received a boost
ahead of Saturday’s show-
down with reigning champions
France as Declan Rice re-
turned to training following ill-
ness.

Raheem Sterling is also set
to rejoin the squad on Friday
after spending time in England

following a robbery at his
home.

Portugal have denied re-
ports that Cristiano Ronaldo
threatened to walk away from
the team after he was benched
for their 6-1 rout of Switzerland
in the last 16.

Ronaldo later took to so-
cial media to say that Portugal
were “too united to be broken
by outside forces” ahead of
their game with first-time quar-
ter-finalists Morocco.

The all-time top scorer in
men’s international football
with 118 goals, Ronaldo was
dropped in favour of Goncalo
Ramos against Switzerland.

The 21-year-old Ramos
justified Fernando Santos’
bold decision by scoring a hat-
trick and providing an assist
on his full Portugal debut.

Morocco are trying to be-
come the first African team to
reach the last four at a World
Cup.

Thousands of Morocco
fans descended on the streets
of Doha after the Atlas Lions
knocked out Spain on penal-
ties in the last 16.

“We succeeded in creating
a family, and we feel there’s a
whole country behind us,”
said coach Walid Regragui.
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